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Previously in ALL HAIL MEGATRON: 


The DECEPTICONS arrived in Times Square and immediately began laying waste 
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to New York City. An Air Force squadron, under the command of Andy Reid WRITTEN. BY: SHANE MCCARTHY 


engaged the hostile invaders, but to little effect. Andy was shot down after 


losing his best friend 0) but managed to join up with refugees on the ground. ART BY: GUIDO GUIDI 


General “Sparkplug’ Witwicky, by special request of the President, was called in 


COLORS BY: JOSH BURCHAM 


to oversee the ground assault. All attacks by Earth forces were easily repelled. LETTERS BY: CHRIS MOWRY 
In a shocking turn, the DECEPTICONS destroyed the bridges surrounding the EDITS BY: DENTON J. TIPTON 


city and, using DEVASTATOR, flooded all tunnels leading into New York. 


The city is completely isolated. 
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Previously in ALL HAIL MEGATRON: 


The DECEPTICONS have captured New York City, decimated the U.S. military, 
and have at last succeeded in bringing America to its knees. 


WRITTEN BY: SHANE MCCARTHY 


Throughout the city, groups of people have banded together for safety as 


they hide from the DECEPTICON menace. Andy and Bridge, having formed one ART BY: GUIDO GUID! 

of these groups, succeeded in establishing a secure hiding place in one of COLORS BY: JOSH BURCHAM 
the subway stations LETTERS BY: CHRIS MOWRY 
Sadly, this respite was short-lived as ASTROTRAIN, disguised as a lacomative, EDITS BY: DENTON J. TIPTON 


discovered their whereabouts and immediately set about slaughtering 
everyone he could see. 
It appears all hope is lost... 1DW Publishing 
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Previously in ALL HAIL MEGATRON: 
The Decepticons continue their conquest of Earth as the Autobots struggle 


for survival on Cybertron WRITTEN BY: SHANE MCCARTHY 
ART BY: GUIDO GUID! 
and CASEY COLLER 
COLORS BY: JOSH BURCHAM 
With no hope of he Autobots scour the planet for any source of LETTERS. BY: NEIL UYETAKE 
energy they can find; not only to save themselves but, to revitalize their EDITS BY: DENTON J. TIPTON 


dying leader, Optimus Prime 


The Autobots, trapped on their home world and now under the command 
of Jazz, suffered great losses at the hands of the Decepticons. Bat 
and beaten, their trust and unity are failing as the knowledge thal 
have an unidentified traitor in their midst threatens to tear them apart. 


One of these searches leads to a shocking discovery: the 
only Autobots on Cybertron: 


Greg Goldstein 
Matthew Auzicta, CPA, Cie 
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Previously in ALL HAIL MEGATRON: 


The twa groups of Autobots trapped on Cybertron, one led by Kup the other Jazz, have WRITTEN BY: SHANE MECARTHY 


jnined forces. However what should have been a joyous reunion was sulied by old feuds ‘ 
news ofa traitor on the team, and the revelation that Megatron now possesses the Autobot ART BY: GUIDO GUID! 


Matrix of Leadership, COLORS BY: JOSH BURCHAM 


Meanwhile, on Earth, the military has planned a high-risk mission to assassinate Megatron, LETTERS BY: CHRIS MOWRY 
To do this they enlisted the aid of Spike Witwicky and his team of Navy SEALs. Father and son EDITS BY: DENTON J. TIPTON 


were reunited as Sparkplug prepared them for what lays ahead. 


Sadly, mere minutes into their task, Spike and his men were slaughtered by Ratbat as they 
attempted to cross the river to New York. 
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50 THAT'S 
WHY HE THINKS 
HE'S WON. 


50 HE ESCALATES 


Mt HE RLS To bet le ATTACKS ACROSS RIGHT. HOW 
PRIMES, AND ONLY Now, HIM TAKE IT? THE GALAXY, WE'RE OT era 
FACING HIS THIRD, HE STRETCHED THIN... HE 


MANAGES TO TAKE FINDS AN INSIDER KNOW. 


SOMEONE 
AWAY THE MATRIX. 


WILLING TO 
SELL US 


‘DUT. THIS INSIDER GIVES 


HIM INFORMATION, 
CODES—A WAY INTO 
OUR SYSTEMS 


te 
- 


= : 
— YOU KEEP 
IT WAS: nil aoe) MENTIONING 
CHAOTIC. = eee CODES. I DON'T 
: CHAOTIC. femme OT Rea - UNDERSTAND 


THE TRION WAS 
INVADED— 


BEFORE WE WENT Down, 
BEFORE THE ATTACK, WE'D 
RECEIVED CALLS, DISTRESS 
CALLS FROM ALL OVER 


THEY FOUND AWRY 
INTO OUR SYSTEMS 
AND SHUT US DOWN. 
SHIELDS, CONTROLS, 
EVERYTHING. 


RUTOBOT OUTPOSTS 
BEING INVADED. 
SHIELDS AND DEFENSES 
SHUT DOWN, 


MASSACRES. 


MUST'VE BEEN 


£ 
Vv 
DOING THE SAME 
eo THING ACROSS 
Se { THE GALAXY 


I'VE MADE A 
DECISION. I'm 
MAKING YOu my 

SECOND In 
commano. 


SORRY, I GOT 
CAUGHT UP. 


SPRINGER'S 
yOuR SEConD 
ISI'T HE? 


LISTEN. 


aN [var apa ABOU 
i / Ea SPRINGER? pail | 


WE'RE MERGING THE 
UNITS. SPRINGER’S A BIG 
BOY, HE'LL HANDLE IT 


WILL HE NOW? 
THIS (5 ME ALL 
PROUD IS IT? I'm 
UNDER YOUR 
win? 


JAZZ WILL 
MAKE YOU 
PROUD, SIR. 


YOU THINK 
My Men ARE 
MILITANT? 


WE DO THINGS 
DIFFERENTLY— 


THAT'S ONE 
WRY OF 
PUTTING IT. 


WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM?! GOING 
AROUND ACTING ALL 

HIGH AND MIGHTY. 


You KNOW, 1 

RCTURLLY CAME 

OUT HERE TO 
HELP. 


YOU THINK I HAVEN'T 
READ YOUR FILES? 
THINK YOUR MISSIONS 
STAY TOP SECRET? 


I KNOW WHAT 


{T'S WHAT 
YOu'vVe DONE, so 100. 


con't 
i MENTION IT. 


DID YOU Ensoy 
THE PARADE? I 
KNOW T DID. 


OUR GRAND MARCH OF 
DESTRUCTION THROUGH 
THIS CITY—ALL THAT 
SHOW... YOUR BERUTIFUL 
SPEECHES 


MEGATRI 
WORLD CONQUERER. 
WARRIOR KING. 


‘On: 


AGAIN, 
WE'VE WON, WE'VE STARSCREAM? 
SUCCEEDED in DOING 
THE IMPOSSIBLE... OR 
WHAT SEEMED TO BE “THE MIGHTY 
SHOULD RULE.” 


You've PROVEN 
YOUR POINT: WE Win, Find DURSELVES 


THEY LOSE. YOUR 
PHILOSOPHY— HERE AGAIT? 


“THE STRONG 
SHOULD 
CONQUER.” 


WE'RE VICTORIOUS 
IN GUR WAR. YERRS, 
COUNTLESS YEARS OF 
FIGHTING... OVER. 


WE SUCCEED, 
AND FOR WHAT? 
TO KILL HUMANS? 
DESTROY CITIES? 


COUNTLESS YEARS, 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 
COUNTLESS YEARS, 
ENDLESS YEARS. 


STRUGGLE 
WITHOUT END. 


DEATH. 
DESTRUCTION. 
TORMENT. 


AT LAST WE FIND 
OURSELVES IN THE 
EMBRACE OF VICTORY, 
AND NOW, AFTER SO Many 
YEARS, THE TIME TO 
SAVOR IS UPON US. 


YOU ARE WARRIORS, 

STARSCREAM, TAKE 

YOUR DUES. ENJOY 
THE MOMENT. 


ALREWARD 
THEN? THIS IS 
A REWARD? 


IAM A FOOL. 
BECAUSE TO ME 


BEIJING, CHINA. 


KILLING THESE CRERTURES 
15 MEANT TO BE IMPREGSIVE 


IN THE PAST HOUR 
I'VE SINGLE-HANDEDLY 
KILLED JUST UNDER 
HALF THE POPULATION 
OF THIS CITY. 


WHAT MAKES 

YOU THINK T'D 
HAVE A PROBLEM [9 

KILLING YOU? 


(5 THAT 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE 
IMPRESSIVE? 
A BUG? 


AND FROM One OF 
THE IDENTICAL TIN 
SOLDIERS MO LESS. 


You ANNOY me. 
SINCE DAY ONE, YOu 
ANfgy ME. YOUR 
LITTLE MIND GAMES 
WON'T WORK. 


IF YOU THINK THE 
DECEPTICONS WILL 
EVER REALLY ACCEPT 
WERK, TWISTED 
MALFUNCTIONS LIKE 
YOU, BUG, YOU'RE in 
FOR A SHOCK 


WE PRY HOMAGE TO 
OUR COMMANDER'S LiKe you 
FORM. IT'S THE 
SEEKERS’ WAY. 


RESPECT Him 


THE SEEKERS. 
MAKES YOU FEEL 
GOOD DOES IT, BEING 
A SEEKER? BEING 
REWARDED? 
CHERISHED? 


DESPERATELY 
WERK. WANTING TO FEEL 
SUPERIOR, TO BE A 
PART OF SOMETHING 


SCARED. IMPORTANT. 


- HOW TRAGIC 
THAT AT THE END 
OF IT ALL YOU'RE 
CAST ASIDE 


SCURRYING ABOUT, 
DOING HIS BIDDING. 


OR HAVE YOU 
FAILED TO 

NOTICE HIS NEW 
FAVORITES? 


THOSE SADISTIC 
ENGINEERS 


ij THA T 
GOOD. HRHA. 


T HATE THOSE HOW MANY THOUSANDS: 
THINGS. OF THEM DID WE SPIT 
OUT AND, WHAT, ONLY 

THREE WERE ANY GOOD? 


7 


no 
NOTHING. 


THRT WAS—OLD 
TIMES! THAT 
WAS LIKE OLO 
TIMES. 


(TOT YOu GOING 
DIDN'T IT? ALL YOU DO 1S 
WAL AROUND. I'VE DONE 

ALL THIS BY MYSELF! 


IT'S—WHERE'S THE 
FUN IN DOING THIS 
BY MYSELF? 


you «now, 
BETWEEN YOU BEING 
ALL—LIKE THIS—AND 
STARSCREAM HARDLY 
EVER SHOWING UP. 


ARE YOU GOING 
TO TELL THEM? 
THE MATRIX— 


FOR A LOT OF US, 
ALL THAT'S LEFT. 
ALL THAT CONNECTS 
US TO THAT, THAT— 


WE'VE ALL BEEN 
THROUGH A LOT. 


TAKE. HOW MUCH WE'RE 
BUILT TO HANDLE 


CENTURIES, MILLENNIA, 

ENDLESS FIGHTING. no 

HOMELAND. NOWHERE 
TO REST. 


THIS WHOLE WAR Y 


STARTED OVER THE 
MATRIX AND WHAT IT 
REPRESENTED. 


THEY NEED TO 
«NOW, EVENTURLLY, 
BUT NOT now. 


WE STILL 
HAVE 


WE NEED 
TO WAIT, 


SOME OF THEM, 
MAYBE ALL OF 
THEM, WILL SEE 


MEGATRON ("AS LONG AS WE 
CAN'T DESTROY HAVE PRIME THE LINE 
THE MATRIX. CAN'T BE BROKEN. 


“HE THINKS PRIME'S 
DEAD. HE THINKS WE'VE 
BEEN SET ADRIFT 


“FOR ALL OF RECORDED 8 s) A LEADER CH! 
HISTORY A PRIME HAS BY THE MAT! 
GUIDED CYBERTRON 


2 “OUR BELIEF In SOMETHING 

A LEADER THAT GREATER THAN OURSELVES 
REPRESENTED A (5 WHAT SETS US APART 
HIGHER IDEAL i 
FROM THE DECEPTICONS. 


AS THIS WAR RAGES. ATRIX | IT'S OUR 
LINES BLUR, PROMISES OUR COMES ion. ay way BACK 
ARE BROKEN, 1 
TO EACH OTHER 
TO OURSELVES. 


y 


BEFORE OLD 
iF WE LOST ARGUMENTS 
BOTH—THE BECOME FUEDS. 
MATRIX AND 
PRIME-WELL. 


HOW LONG 
WOULD IT 


~..BEFORE FUEDS 
BECOME BATTLES. 


~.. BEFORE BRTTLES GAVE 
WAY TO NEw FACTIONS.” 


WE WERE STORING 
OUR ENERGON In 
THE—WELL, THERE WAS 
SLIM HOPE OF 
REBUILDING THE SHIP. 


ARGUMENTS 
ARE OVER. SORT 
YOURSELF OUT. 
FOLLOW THE CHAIN 
OF commano. 


“THE LAST THING I WANT 
| RIGHT NOW IS ANYTHING THAT | 
| EVEN RESEMBLES A MUTINY.” | 


ALL I CAN THINK, 
RBOUT IS GETTING 
mY HANDS on 
ONE OF ‘EM. 


y 


Q 
= \ =) 
{ \ 
* Ve 
us DOWN. vr 


DECEPTICONS? 


ON 


L DIDN'T GET TO JOE 
FIRE BACK, NOT 
ONCE. THEY BERT 
US... IO FIGHT 
NOTHING. 
J ; 


ey ie 


<~— 
yay 


50 FRUSTRATING. 


~ 


ROROBUSTE! 

~ WHAT WOUL 
YOU SAY IF 

TOLD YOU— 


Le 


g PERCEPTOR— PERCEPTOR 
IS SCARY. WHEN DID 
PERCEPTOR \BECOME 


DUR CRUISERS 
OULD HAVE 
ANNIHILATED THEM 
FROM SPACE 


INDEED 


BND WHET OF 1 
| sense oF Engoyment, 
(Sie cHatcence? 


FEPR. TERROR 

OR PRE YOU noT 

THe -MRSTER OF 
| THESE THINGS"? 


Even in vicrorY 
You cannoy Fino. 
CONTENTMENT 


CYBERTRON 
iS GONE. 


THIS WORLD 
WILL BECOME OUR 
| ‘SEAT OF 
| Pouek GrLBCTIC 
Col 
Cael 


Gea we 


WE WERE LOOKING 
EVERYWHERE. YOU 
VANISHED. 


I WISHED \ 
TOBE 
ALONE, 


a. 


YOU DON'T HAVE 
ONE OF SOUNDWAVE'S 
CASSETTES WITH YOU. 


WITHOUT THE 
SETTE' 
INTERFERENCE, THE ——— 
HUMAN'S GUIDED —— 


MISSILES— fam if 
aS BLITZWING, 
PLEASE. 


.1 AM. 
MEGATRON. c 


= 2 


h y 
THESE CREATURES 
ARE OF NO 
THREAT TO ME. 
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ih 
o 


7] TRATES URGES 
= ALL HAIL MEGATRON 


#? 
$3.99 
CVRA 


(TRANS 6 FORRES 


~ 


Shane McCarthy 
Guido Guidi 


THE TRANSFORMERS: ALL HAIL MEGATRON #7 


pier ie HALL ear co an WRITTEN BY: SHANE MECARTHY 

rapped on Lybertron with very little energy reserve: utobats, now led by Kup, 

are discovered bythe mysteins “Svar.” Pe ART BY: GUIDO GUID! & Eu. SU 
: COLORS BY: JOSH BURCHAM 

Forced ta move fram their hiding place, the Autobots travel to Kup's refuge with the 

intention of using the ast of their Energon to revive thei fallen leader Optimus Prime. © GOLOR ASSIST BY: BENJAMIN MAIER 

However, the identity ofthe traitor is yet to be revealed, and this, coupled with their LETTERS BY: CHRIS MOWRY & 

ongoing criss, is pushing the Autobots to ther limits. ROBBIE ROBBINS 

EDITS BY: DENTON J. TIPTON 


IDW Publishing 
Operations 


Moshe Berger, chaitman 
1984-2009 Ted Adams, Chel Exeetive Officer 
Greg Goldstein, Chie! Operating Oficer 

Matthew fuziha, (PA, Chief Financial Officer 


ame Special thanks to Hasbro's Aaron Archer, Michael Kelly, Amie Lozanski, Val Roca, ian Payne, VP of Sales 
4 °Y: Ed Lane, Michael Provost, Erin Hillman, Samantha Lomow, and Michael Verrecchia ‘off Hobbr, Geccve festa 

WRU for their invaluable assistance, ieee ae ed 

Editor 

> To discuss this issue of Transformers, join the IDW Insiders, ce eyes baer ae eel 
(row) or to check out exclusive Web offers, dice! out our site: ody Schmid Senior Ector 


Tustin Eisinger, Editor 


www.IDWPUBLISHING.com 1 Or ion pan Ete 


Torn Waltz Editor 


THE TRANSFORMERS: ALL HAIL MEGATRON #7. JANUARY 2009. FIRST PRINTING. IDW Publishing, a division of Idea and Design Works, LLC. Ecitorial Mariah Huebner Aasstant E®Ror 
offices: 5080 Santa Fe St, San Diego, CA 92109. HASBRO and its logo, TRANSFORMERS, and all related characters are trademarks of Hasbro and are Deslon 
used with permission. © 2009 Hasbro. All Rights Reserved. The IDW logo is registered in the US. Patent and Trademark Office. Any similarities to Robbie Robbins, EVP/Sc Graphic Artist 
persons living or dead are purely coincidental. With the exception of artwork used for review purposes, none of the contents ofthis publication may Ben Templesmith, ArtisUDesigner 


Esp stot pion of es and Dee Le Pes or pag len 


IDW Publ shing does not read or accept unsolicited submissions of ideas, stories, or artwork Amauri Osori, Graphic Artist 


CLOSE TO THREE 


BOTHERS ME. 


HE KNOWS B - 
WHAT HE'S THAT'S WHAT 
DOING. 
oT 


AND THEN SOME, _ | 
HEH, HIS INTELLIGENCE 
DINGS ARE | 
INCREDIBLY HIGH. | 
STARTLINGLY 50, HEH. 


J 
i 
| 


if ky gE 
yea 


5 fi 4 
CaN) q } 
by cena 
a 
hi Tm 


UPSETTING I DIDN'T 
THINK OF THIS MYSELF 
ACTUALLY, HEH HEH 


TAMPERING WITH 
CREATION ON THIS 
SCALE—DELIBERATELY 
CREATING TORMENTED 
LIFE—PAIN, DEFORMITIES. 


WHAT WE'VE MROE 
HERE IS THE PERFECT 
BREEDING GROUND FOR A 
MALICIOUS, VILE GENIUS, 
BUT THE CHANCES OF 
SUCCESS WERE— 


EXCELLENT. 


NOW, THERE'S 
SOMEONE T'D LiKE 
YOU TO MEET. 


«THE FRONT LINES 
HAD BEEN REORAWN. 


“YOU GET MEGATRON AND 
2 \ PRIME IN ONE PLACE AND— 


“TD BECOME A 
STALEMATE THOUGH, 


“BOTH SIDES STRUGGLING 
FOR SOMETHING, ANYTHING 
TO TIP THE BALANCE. 


“FOR THE LONGEST TIME THEY "MANIPULATION, i 

| WERE LAYING Low—noT FACSIMILES-NOne THe moment WeDo 

PLAYING THEIR USUAL GAME. OF THE USUAL \ BEEN WAITING FOR. 
a - )| SIGNS WERE THERE. ; 


“ i \ fel 


(“FINALLY \T SEEMED 
WITHIN OUR GRASP. 


HEY WERENT LAYING 
Cee eee BEEN A 

OWER STRUGGLE: . ASPLIT AND T 
STERSEREDIT WERE SCATTERED.” 


“IT WAS VERIFIED. 
OTHER SOURCES— 


“STARVED US FOR SO LONG—USED OUR 
KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR TACTICS AND LEFT 
AN OPENING WE'D HAVE TO EXPLOIT. 


“IT WAS ONLY SUPPOSED 
TO BE STARSCREAM AND 
A HANDFUL OF OTHERS. 


A 


“WE'D HAVE THEM. 
OUTNUMBERED, 
OFF-BALANCE. 


pa ee _/TCHINIG FOR F FIGHT.” ) iS 
y = 


“IT HAPPENED SO QUICKLY— 


“THEY WERE STROMG—UNIFIED. 
THEY HAD A PURPOSE I 
HADN'T SEEN IN... FOREVER.” 


“THEN THE RALLY HAPPENED. 
THEY GOT US RE-GROUPING, 
FIGHTING BRCK— 


“WHO ELSE? 


“YOU WOULD HAVE 
BEEN PROUD 


‘D FOUND IT, AWRY 
TIP THE SCALES. 


\ Ai 
gd 


! 
a, 


ik @ 


YERH, I'm 
LOOKIN’ AT 
YOU, BLASTER 


WITH ANY LUCK 
WE'LL MAKE IT TO 
BASE WITHOUT 


OH, RIGHT. 
THERE'S MO SUCH 
THING AS LUCK, 

A 


T 
By THE TRUTH, 


OR THESE 'BOTS 
LLING EACH OTHER 


BECAUSE 7 THINK WE 
NEED YOU TO STOP 
FOLLOWING ME AROUND. 


LEAVE ME ALONE, 
SIDESWIPE. 


b) THE RIGHT TIME. FF 
TWANT TO 
TALK TO— 


TALK? THAT'S MOT LIKE 
YOU 1S IT? TALKING? YOU'RE 
USUALLY RUNNING AROUND 
HALF-COCKED—"WHO'S THE 
BETTER ‘BOT? RIGHT? 


YOu NEED 
TO STOP, 


ALL OF THAT 
(T NEEDS TO BE 
BEHIND US. ALOT 
OF THINGS UO. 


THE TWO OF YOU 
ARE MAKING ALL 
OF THIS WORSE. 


YOU HAVEN'T 


BEEN THE SAME. 
nor since— 


a 


Sy 


i) é *..WHAT THEY DID TO 
. YOU=I CAN'T IMAGINE 
? WHAT IT WAS LIKE. 


*... TAKING YOU 
APART, BONDING You § 
WITH THAT HUMAN. J 


4 
“NONE OF US couLD. J 7 
EVER IMAGINE WHRT YOU 
HAD TOGO THROUGH, je 
\ BUT—IT CHANGED YOU. 


“AFTER WE REVERSED IT—ALL 
THAT EFFORT—AND YOU 
TURNED YOUR BACK On HIM. 


You oon'T 
GET TO 00 
THIS! 


THIS HAS 
NOTHING TO 00 
WITH ANY OF 
THIS. THIS HAS 
NOTHING TO 00 
WITH NOW 


OF YOU—I NEVER 
WANTED TO TALK 
ABOUT THAT AGAIN. 


DON'T EVER 
BRING THIS UP 
AGAIN. EVER! 


AND JUST 
LIKE THAT. 


“PRIME WAS FINISHED. HE LOOKED 
BAD. THEY'D WORKED HiM OVER 
AND-—WELL, YOU'VE SEEN HOW HE IS. 


WE WERE ALL INJURED, 
AND THAT—THAT THING 
JUST LOOMING OVER US. 


I T 
Sp Ay On a en ae IMEONE HAD WORKED—WILLINGLY 
US, SOMEONE IN THE GROUP WORKED WITH STARSCREAM ALL. THE INFORMATION 
HRO BROUGHT THIS ABOUT HAD BEEN PLANTED WITH 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE.” 


“11D ONE SAID ANYTHING, BUT T 
AEWS-IT TORE THROUGH THE GROUP 


“THEY HAD A NEW MACHINE. ONE 
THAT GROUP THE INSECTICONS— 
ONE OF THEM HAD CREATED IT. 


“OUR SIDE'S BEEN 
TRYING TO BUILD— 


“IF ULTRA MAGNUS KNEW 


“THEY PLANNED TO FEED 
US TO THE SWARM. THEY 


THOUGHT IT WAS FLUITY.” 


“SOMETHING HAPPENED. PRIME DID 
SOMETHING ON THE OTHER SIDE.” 


OMETHING THAT DESTROYED THE MACHINE. 


*..AND CLOSED THE HOLE.” 


“SOMETHING THAT NEARLY KILLED HIM...” 


WE WERE THE STORMS AREN'T 
TRAPPED. NO AS BAD. CYBERTRON-IT'S 
GETTING BETTER HERE... 
‘SLOWLY. 


BUT JUST WALKING 
AROUND HERE CAUSES 
US PRIN-MAKES 
THINGS WORSE. 


TJUusT 
HOPE-DESPERATELY- 
I JUST HOPE WE CAN 

FIND A WAY OUT. 


NOTHING. Im 
JuST-I CAN'T STAND 
ALL THIS. IT’S DRIVING 
ME CRAZY. 


WHAT? 
WHAT 15? 


HE WAS JUST PUSHING my 
BUTTONS. I WISH HE'D LEAVE ME 
ALONE. HE KMOWS T DONT WANT 
TO TAL ABOUT ANY OF THAT— 


é HE JUST—HE 

me CAME OVER TO TELL 

ae ME WE'RE MAKING 
THINGS WORSE. 


OTHING. 


YOU AND ME. HE THINKS 
WE'RE AGGRAVATING THE 
SITUATION. WITH MRAGE- 
DIVIDING THE GROUP-HE 


) THINKS YOU'RE TAKING IT 
| TOO FAR. 


YERH. YERH, IT WAS 
REALLY ANNOYING. I 
DION'T GET A CHANCE 

TO STAND UP FOR YOU, 

you 4now— 


HE THINKS 27 
TAKING IT TOO FAR? HE 
JUST WALKED OVER AND 
TOLD YOU I'M TAKING IT 
TOO FAR?! 


HEY, YOU 
von'T NEED 
TO. 


I KNOW, BUT I-1 
JUST HAD TO GET 
QUT OF THERE. 


TOO FAR?! 


THE GUY SELLS US 
OUT AND... T HAVEN'T 
DONE A THING! TAKING 
IT-I HAVEN'T TAKEN IT 

FAR ENOUGH. 


Be) YOU'RE TEARING US ALL “4 rf 
APART. DID YOU THINK I'D JUST + 
LET YOU GET AWAY WITH IT?! 
Ws a 
. IRONHIDE, DON'T 
, OKAY? I'M MOT GOING 
‘ dee ah @ ae TO FIGHT YOU. 


Bi 7, 0 
_— iy JN 
cA iY 5 | 


he 


' my 
WHO SRID ANYTHING s < 
ABOUT A FIGHT? = a 


I DIDN'T SELL US 
OUT! T OVERHEARD YOU WERE NEVER 
SCOUT! I OVERHEARD EERE one REVERE 


STARSCREAM—I 
DOYS REALLY AN AUTOBOT. 


PRETTY 
CONVENIENT. you 
OVERHERRIN 


Im A SCOUT, 
HOW 15 THAT— 


BECAUSE I 
DISAGREE WITH 
CERTAIN ELEMENTS 
OF THIS WAR. THAT 
MAKES ME A 
DECEPTICON? 


m | YOU DON'T DESERVE 
1'M AN AUTOBOT, S 
JUST LIKE YOU.” \ a Z TO WEAR THIS. 
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have been fed to the Swarm if not for the dramatic sacrifice of Optimus Prime. While Prime 
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On the run from the Swarm, a horde of animalistic terrors 


created by Megatron, the Autobots suffered a loss as the tension 
in their ranks finally hit the boiling point. Ironhide, riddled with 


198-2008 _ Met and rage, beat Mirage, leaving him badly damaged 
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WELL, ALL READINGS 
On YGU ARE POSITIVE 
THE SEPARATION WAS A 
COMPLETE SUCCESS. 


Hi 
(OUS 


FINALLY cons! 
AND DOING WELL. 


HERE THEN 
WATCHIN 
CHEW On THAT [J 


5 wi 
‘OU THINK 
THIS 15? 


a 


THAT'S WHERE WE 
ARE? JOKES? 
PALLIN’ AROUND? 


YOU ATTACKED 


wrtHour | 
PROVOCATION!) 7 
5 oe: 


T We'RE On THE RUN 
FROM THOUSANDS 


OF THO 
CRNMIBALISTIC 
THINGS, RAD YOU 
SLIP A GEAR?! 


I wASn'T 

THERE BUT—I 

CAN IMAGINE IT 
WAS HARD. 


IT KNOW WHAT IT'S 
LIKE—THINGS PLAYIN’ = 
WITH YOUR MIND. IT'S NOT THE 
PLANET. 


THINGS AROUND 
YOU, GETTIN’ In YOUR 
HEAD—THIS PLANET 

NOW, IT CAN MAKE 
THINGS DIFFICULT. 


IT'S YOU. 


IT'S YOUR l 

FAULT. YOU DIDN'T 
SEE iT COMING, 
AND_YOU'RE TO 


I KNOW 1 YOUR 


THAT, TOO. 


os 
4 — WE WERE 

7 fia) BOTH THERE 
AT LEAST THAT'S a, AY THE 


HOW YOU'RE SEEING 
(TIN THAT THICK 
HEAD OF YOURS. 


START. 


DIFFERENCE 
WAS YOU NEVER 

7004 8 CommAnD. 

POSITION—NOTHING 


JUST SHUT CHIGH UP ANYWAY, 


uP, REO, AND 
LET ME TALK. 


I RESPECTED 
THAT. NEVER MADE 
ME HAPPY, BUT I 
RESPECTED IT. 


YOu LET OTHERS 
PASS YOU 
{ BY—PREFERRING 
TO MIX IN WITH THE 
CROWD AND BE A 
PART OF IT ALL. 


= 
PREFERRING AL 
POSITION WHERE 


YOU COULD SEE 
THINGS COMING 


YOU ALWAYS 
EXPECT THE WORST 
RED, AND 
BECAUSE OF THAT YOU 
COULD SEE THE THINGS 
HE'D NEVER SEE 


THEY'VE 
BEEN SHUTTING 
‘ME OUT. 


MAKES 
YOU FEEL 
8] HELPLESS. 


Sf fe 
Ia 


\/ a, 
ld 


STRY In 
FORMATION, 
STRY ALERT! 


CAREFUL, SHRAPNEL, 
YOU'RE ADDRESSING A 
SUPERIOR OFFICER 


My APOLOGIES, 
STARSCREAM, 


Tm SURE no | 
OFFENSE WAS 
mERNT 


WARRIORS OF YOUR 
CALIBER SHOULD 
NEVER SUFFER THESE 
KINDS OF INDIGNITIES 


IF THERE |S TO BE 
A FUTURE FOR THE 
ECEPTICON EMPIRE, THEN 
THERE (5 NO PLACE FOR 
THIS KIND OF MINDLESS 
THUGGISHNESS. 


SOMETHING I'M 
SURE A DISCERNING 
INTELLECTUAL SUCH 
AS YOURSELF WOULD 

HAVE NO TROUBLE 

APPRECIATING. 


I WonDER—u0O 
YOU CONSIDER THE 
FUTURE OF THE 
EMPIRE OFTEN, 


PERHAPS 
YOU HAVE ME 
CONFUSED WITH 
SOMEONE ELSE. 


I HAVE 
COME TO OFFER 
APOLOGIES OF 

my own 


IT HAS COME TO 
my ATTENTION 

THAT YOU WERE 
MISTREATED. 


NEVERTHELESS, 
THIS [5 
UNACCEPTABLE, 


in FACT, 
PERHAPS IT'S 
TIME YOU AND I 
HAD A TALK 


you can sry & 
THAT AGAIN, 
HAHA! 


——— 
SS. he 
~~ <i. 


® WHOA, THAT'S 


WHAT ABOUT Pi 

SOMETHIN om ORIFT? ISN'T HE H 

$f ae Bm SACK THERE? 7 
(eS \ 2 =7ae 


WE'VE GOT MORE 
EXPLOSIVES LINED 
ee UP On THE BRIDGE 


OUR BUNKER—WE 
MADE SURE OF IT. 


MAKE IT ACROSS. 


TIME ENOUGH 
TO PREPARE. 


THESE GO, S Iwas 
By THE WHOLE PLANNING on 
BRIDGE GOES. PERCEPTOR 


I'm ASSUMING 2 WITHOUT HIM OR 
meme THAT GUM IT'S NEXT 

TO IMPOSSIBLE 
FROM THE GROUND. 


aa ICANT. I 

SPRINGER COULD p Wece Tory 
Me TAKE THE SHOT ‘A SINCE THE 
Be FROM THE FIR a CRASH 


Me 1 COULD 00 IT, KUP. mi 
GET IN CLOSE, TRKE 
THE SHOT AND— 
you're not eo 
FAST ENOUGH, ec 
BLURR. Za 


4 

coms 

GIVE ME A VN 
SHOT, BOSS 

ms ss 

WE DON'T rs 
00 THIS, AND eae 

DEAD. 


WAIT A 
MINUTE. 


WHERE'S 
SUNSTREAKER? 


50 00 We 
3 
DEAL? 


NOT SURE? 
BUT THIS IS WHAT 
YOu WANT, AN Eno 

TO ALL... THIS. 


GE 


IT WAS 
ME. 


IRONHIDE. 


SUPPOSED TO TAKE 
DOWN MEGATROT. 


I KNEW PRIME 
WOULD NEVER 


IT WAS THE 
ONLY WAY. 


= 


fe! UCH A "7 
STARSCREAM. : H YOU MADE A DEAL 
WITHOUT Bd WITH STARSCREAM 
(Of HE JUST 7 YOU LEO US TO THE 


MEGA 
os WHAT... ONE 
WANTED THE EARTH. yor Te SLAUGHTER 


WE DO THIS—WE 
KILL MEGATRON, 
AND In EXCHANGE 
WE LERVE THE 
EARTH TO YOU. 


OD 


YOU LEAVE, 
WE STRY. 


WE LERVE THE 
EARTH AND ALL THE 
HUMANS TO YOU 


I TOLD MYSELF—1I 
TOLD MYSELF I DID IT 
TO END HIM. TO TRY 
TO WIN THE WAR. 


TLL AGREE |_ el 
} _onone 


conoiTion. ~ 


BUT THEY KNEW 
WHAT I REALLY 
WANTED... WHAT I 
COULD NEVER 
ACTUALLY UO. 


YOu KILL 
EVERY 
SINGLE ONE 
OF THEM. 


I gust 
WANTED THEM 
TO SUFFER FOR 
WHAT THEY 
DID TO ME. 
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i YOU'RE SAYING 
THERE'S ANOTHER 
TRAITOR? 
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I'VE BEEN TRYIN’ 
TO GET A CHANCE, 


T—BETWEEN ME 
BEIN' FIXED AND YOu in 
THE CR CHAMBER*—IT'S 

BEEN DIFFICULT. 


CONTROL. 


PLEASE, I 
JUST—I'M SORRY. 
T=1 DON'T KNOW 

WHAT TO OO. 


I DIDN'T 
WANT IT 


Ioon'T 
DESERVE TO WEAR 
IT, REMEMBER? 


q ..1T WAS ALL 
J 00 MUCH. I 


YOUR BADGE! 
You— 


CR CHAMBER. 


—EVERYTHING'S 
FALLING APART. 


—BUT YOU 
WERE IN THE 


ti 
| <3 

\- 
ay) 


ALMOST EVERYO/IE'S ANYONE not AT 
OPERATING AT (OO PERCENT eo EACH OTHER'S 

WITH ONLY A FEW LEFT THROATS |S BUSY 

REQUIRING MEDICAL WANTING TO THROW 
ATTENTION. THEMSELVES INTO THAT 
L) Canyon SEPARATING 
US FROM THE SWARM. 
YOUR PROBLEM 
'S MORALE. 


LOOK, FIXING PRIME ISN'T 
AS SIMPLE AS REPLACING A 
WINDSHIELD OR AN ARM. 


HE WAS ALREADY 
DAMAGED BEFORE 
THAT WARP GATE FRIED 
HIS CIRCUITS. 


I'm Dons my 
BEST—WE ALL 
ARE BUT— 


—KUP, YOU'RE 
GOING TO NEED 
TO PREPARE 
YOURSELF. 


WHEEL JACK 
AND I ARE 
WORKING ON IT, 
BUT IT'S NOT 
EASY. 


I'D GIVE ANYTHING TO. 
HAVE PERCEPTOR RIGHT 
NOW—THE OL PERCEPTOR 


ANOTHER 
CLOWN WITH 
F Gun. 


PRIME MIGHT 
NOT SURVIVE 
THIS. 


Ma ee tot 
om ¥ 


EVEN IF WE 07 FOR WHAT 


) ») GET PRIME = THOUGH? THERE'S 
BACK-I Dont FB Z NO WAY OFF FIGHT? 
\ SEE THE POUT. ira CYBERTRON. MAKE A STANG? 


- Bw 


FOR WHAT? 


—o z 
SG 4 HEY, I'M JUST 
74 HAPPY TO HAVE DECENT 
RL _WERPONS AGAIN 
LS . BECAUSE OF 


—« ber, WHO WE ARE. 
LL X14 


c 


We 
BCL alae 


i 
Z | } hee 


v Fi 


TRUE TO—WHERE 
00 YOU GET OFF 
SAYING THAT? 


THE LAST 
THING WE WANT 
1S YOU BEING 
TRUE TO WHAT 
YOU ARE. 


WHY NOW, AT 
THE END, WOULD 
WE STOP BEIN 
WHO WE Fl 


~ 
ORTANT TOSTAY ff ) i 
RUE TO OURSELVES. J is 1 


HEY! CUT 
THAT GUT, 


e BEE. /10W/. 
a 


\ 


WE DON'T NEED 

SAME AS YOU AND 
YOU CUT IT GUT mi ime AS 10 DO THIS. IT I WANT You TO 
WHAT RIGHT DOES HE A Hil ah Apes ee LISTEN TO ME 
HAVE TO EVEN BE //7 FOR SECOND. I 
THIS ROOM? WANT YOU TO- 


ip oon't you 


Z START WITH 
THIS— 


YOu'vE GOT 
SUNSTREAKER SOMETHING TO SAY? 

\S DEAD. 15 (T SOMETHING 
THAT'S GOING TO 
BRING HIM BACK? 


I THINK WE 
ALL DESERVE TO 
DIE AS WELL. 


SUNSTREAKER'S [ey : 
MEN) 1 THINK HE REALIZED 
DERD, AND 1 THINK WHAT ALL THIS HAS 


IT'S BECRUSE HE . 
cr ) COME 10. 1 THINK HE 
MTEL FINALLY UNDERSTOOD. 


I THINK HE 
WANTED TO 
DIE, AND YOu 


ra" 


COME ON, SIDESWIPE, 
T KNOW THIS HAS HIT 
YOU HARD 


WHAT 
HAVE WE 
Done? 


WE TAKE SOME GROUND, 
THE DECEPTICONS TAKE SOME 
GROUND, WE SUFFER LOSSES, 

THEY SUFFER LOSSES. 


OUR PLANET IS 
IN RUINS ALONG, 
WITH COUNTLESS 
OTHERS. 


| {+ 


HOW MANY HAVE D/ED 
FOR OUR WAR, HOW MANY 


“ACCEPTABLE LOSSES” HAVE 
WE ALLOWED TO GRIN A 
LITTLE MORE GROUND?! 


WHAT HAS A/TY OF 
US DONE SINCE ALL 
THIS STARTED? 


KILL. 
DESTROY. 


AND FOR 
WHAT?\ 


HE WAS FIGHTING FOR AN 
IDEAL, FIGHTING FOR R BETTER 
WARY, AND HE BROKE, 'STREAKER 
WAS A CASUALTY OF THIS WAR 
WELL BEFORE HIS DEATH 


IF WE DON'T UPHOLD 
THE SANCTITY OF LIFE, 
ALL LIFE, HOW ARE WE 
ANY BETTER THAN THE 

DECEPTICONS?! 


ALL WE 00 15 GO FROM 


ONE PLANET TO ANOTHER. 
FIGHTING. KILLING. 


AND WHERE 


HAS IT 
WHAT HAVE 
GOTTEN us? We GOT 10 
SHOW FOR IT? 


HOW MANY RACES 
HAVE WE PUTIN 
DANGER? HOW MANY 
HAVE WE W/PED OUT In 
OUR PURSUIT TO KILL 
SOME (MORE?! 


IT WAS A —— 
DISAGREEMENT: WE 
FOUGHT TO UPHOLD A 
WRY OF L/FE, AN /DEAL 
AND /70W/ WHRT? 
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AND SOIT 
BEGINS. 


ASPACE § 
BRIDGE, THE Ff 
FIRST OF 
many. 


BEFORE 
LONG THESE 
WILL STRETCH 
OUT, COVERING 
THE GALAXY. A 
WEB, REACHING: 
OUT AND GRANTING 
US UNLIMITED 
ACCESS TO 
ANYTHING WE 
DESIRE, 


YOU'VE PROVEN 
YOURSELF MORE T n 
USEFUL THAN I COULD Lone, BUT ‘soon 
EVER HAVE IMAGINED, mal THE NEW ORDER 
BOMBSHELL. — CAN BEGIN. 


GAINING THE 
TECHNOLOGY FROM 
SIXSHOT WAS ONE 
THING, BUT TO TAKE 
IT TO THIS LEVEL. 


THANK YOU, 
LORD MEGATRON. 
ILIVE TO 


ONLY TO SERVE? 
LTHINK YOU TAKE 
GREATER JOY In 
PB YOUR WORK THAN 
YOu LET on. 


THE 
EXPERIMENTATION Pe 


On THE HUMAN he 
WAS MOST. NS 
DELICIOUS. 


IT WAS THE 
REASON YOU 
WERE CREATED. 


AFTER 
CAPTURING THE 
HUMAN, THE POTENTIAL 
WAS OBVIOUS. AN 
ORGANIC-CYBERTROMIAN 
HYBRID OFFERED US A 
CHANCE WE'D NEVER 
SEEN BEFORE. 


SCORPONOK 
WAS A FOOL 
NOT To SEE 


I AGREE. THE WAY 
THESE CREATURES’ 
MINDS WORK IS CRUDE 
YET SIMULTANEOQUSLY 
FASCINATING. 


USING THE COMBINATION 
OF HUMAN AND AUTOBOT TO 
CREATE AN EFFECTIVE HUB 
THAT COULD BE USED TO NOT 
ONLY FIND THEM BUT TO 
DEACTIVATE THEIR DEFENSES, 
EVEN IF ONLY ONCE. 


IT REQUIRED AN 
UNPARALLELED, 
CREATIVE GENIUS. 


SOMETHING 
WE NEEDED, 
BUT, FRANKLY, 
SOMETHING I 
KNEW WOULD 
EVENTUALLY 


You mAY 


BE A GENIUS, 
BOMBSHELL, 
BUT NEVER 
FORGET 1 

CREATED YOU 
AND NEVER 
FORGET... 


MEGATRON 
SEES ALL 


j, AND SOIT 
ie BEGING.., 


Dk 


ITWAS NEVER & 
DESIGNED TO BE 


BOUND TO FRY in [fe 
SECONDS. 


HOW ARE WE 
LOOKING? 
G 


YOU MIGHT WANT 
TO KEEP THAT 
TO YOURSELF. 


YERH, I THOUGHT 
IT MIGHT BE FOR 
THE BEST. 


THERE WERE 
SEVEN INSTANCES 
IN WHICH WE WERE 
SUCCESSFUL 


f 
I WOULDN'T 
CALL IT HATE, 


- q 
\ 
w —s 
\S 
JZ 
STALLING Ever g) nic 
WE DEFERTE! | 
», MEI . 
MADE FROM STL 
Tl NOLOGY. d 


I'VE BEEN 
WATCHING ALL 


USING THOSE 
LOYAL TO ME. 


USING MY SPIES TO SEE 
WHO YOU'D CHOOSE. WHO 
WOULD TAKE YOUR SIDE 


NOT MY SIDE 4 
THE SIDE OF THE [SS 
DECEPTICON CAUSE! 


THERE WAS A TIME I 
IDOLIZED YOU. LOOKED = you TAUGHT US THAT 
uP TO YOURS A SYMBOL “We DION'T HAVE TO 

OF A NEW REGIME ACCEPT WHAT WE'D 
a“ BEEN GIVEN. 


THAT WE 
WERE DESTINED 
FOR MORE. 


S\ 


TO FIGHT, TO TAKE 
YOU TAUGHT US = HAT WE WANTED THEN YOU LED 


TO CHALLENGE m US INTO A WAR 
FROM A WORLD THAT 
THE OLOORDER. REWARDED THE WERK, WITHOUT env. 


I DID WHAT 
WAS REQUIRED 
TO win! 


I UNDERSTOOD 
WHAT IT WOULD TAKE, 
L4NEW THE KIND OF 
ARMY THAT HAD TO 
BE CREATED! 


UNLIKE YOU, 
STARSCREAM, I 
UNDERSTAND THE 
MIND OF A WARRIOR 


HOW many O10 You 
RALLY TO YOUR SIDE 
TO MAKE YOUR RIGHTFUL 
CHALLENGE BEFORE THE 
TROOPS? THREE? 


YOU APPEAL TO 
LOGIC, CRAFTING. 
SMART ARGUMENTS 
FOR INTELLECTS, 
NOT WARRIORS: 


1 KNEW WHO WOULD 
STAND AT YOUR SIDE 
T KNEW ALL ALONG 
YOU'VE FAILED. 


NONE OF my 
WARRIORS WILL 
Join You. 


Dy 


\ Ni yi j 
aks Me : a5 

spn. 
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TRANS UFO 


COMING NEXT MONTH 


a rokimieine 
LA\ ult . 
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CG) pag Shane Mocarilg! ; 


THIS IS THE COMBINED MIGHT 
OF THEIR REMAINING FORCES 
FROM ACROSS THE OCEANS. A 
LAST-DITCH EFFORT TO WIPE 
US FROM THEIR PLANET. 


LISTEN TO ME, STARSCREAM. y 
ALL OF THIS HAS BEEN PLANNED 


FROM THE BEGINNING. 
WITH METICULOUS EFFORT! 


ONCE THE DECEPTICON 
WERE REMODELED, RECREATED 
INTO WHAT I'D ORIGINALLY 
INTENDED THEM TO BE, THEN 
AND OLY THEN, WOULD 
OUR REIGN BEGIN: 


THE GOAL WAS 
TO DEFEAT THE 
RUTOBOTS nO 
MATTER WHAT. 


CE THE 
AUTOBOTS WERE 
DEFEATED, I WOULD KILL 
THE VERY CREATURE 
I CREATED TO WIPE 
OUT MY ENEMIES in 
THE FIRST PLACE. 


eno inFisutins, no os 


NOTHING BUT PERFE 
CONTROLLED PEACE THROUGH 
UNPARALLELED STRENGTH. 


WHEN ARE YOU 
GOING TO REALIZE, 
STARSCREAM. 


UNBELIEVABLE. 


50, SOMETHING 
YOU HRON'T 
PLANNED FOR 


THEIR FORMATION 
IS SCATTERED, 
DESPERATE. THEY'RE 
TRY ‘O OVERWHELM 
US WITH AUMB 


KLY, REGAIN 
CONTROL... THE 
BRTTLE I5 ey 


OF COURSE 
not. 


STARSCREAM, 
LISTEN TO mE 
LISTEN TO ME AND 
UNDERSTAND. 


OnE ORY 
YOu WiLL LEAD 


THE DECEPTICON 
ARMIES. 


YOU WILL RULE OVER 
THEM AS YOU'VE ALWAYS 
WANTED AND WILL Hi 
DONE SO BY CRUSHING ME 


THE RIGHT TO LEAD 
IS ONE THAT CANNOT 
BE GIVEN, IT MUST 
BE TAKEN. THIS /5 
SOMETHING I SEE 
BEFORE YOU. 


TODAY, THE 

DECEPTICONS 

ARE NE. YOU 
ARE MINE. 


NDERSTAND 
THAT YOUR TIME WiLL 
COME, BUT OW... JOIN 

WITH ME AND BRING 
ABOUT A /7El/ AGE. 


DO THIS, 
Ano YOu 
WILL RULE. 


0} 
A SOLID. FRONT TMIMEDIATELY 
BEHIND DEVASTATOR! 


HE 
an an 1] PROVIDE 


um 
A AERIAL DEFENSE FOR OUR 


ALL HAIL 
SS (MEGATRON 


THAT GIANT'S 
GOING TO BE On 
uS In SECONDS: 


= 
es By) 


/) 
(ie 


NI 


IS 
BLOCK THEIR 
iv! Communications. 
LDON'T WANT ANY 
EYES IN THE SKY. 


y Al 
aaa) T 
~~ 
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THE COWARDS 
ARE RUSTING! Vl 


THAT SHIP WE 
SAW FLY IN EARLIER, 


THE OTHERS. 


WE HAVE NO 
EA WHO OR 
WHAT THOSE NEW 
ROBOTS Ai 


WANT TO TEAR US 


APART AS MUCH AS. 


THE OTHERS DO. 


CONTINUE WITH 
THIS MAKES THE EVACUATION 


ANY SENSE. BUT KEEP ME 


POSTED. 


BUT, SIR! 
THIS CHANGES 
EVERYTHING. |F 
THOSE ROBOTS 
ARE ON OUR 

DE THEN— 


INET, 
SOMETHING. 


CLEARLY I'm < wy " 
ETURI mSSING ( 


WHY ELSE 

WOULD YOU 
THIS PLANET THIS 1S RISK THE 
ANY MORE ABOUT YOUR LIVES OF YOUR 
THAN I 00 MATRIX. SOLDIERS? 


PROTECTION? WHY 
WOULD YOU SUODEMLY 
) CARE ABOUT A PLANET 
YOU'VE ALREADY 
I'LL SAY IT AGAIN. ABANDONED Once? 
THIS PLANET AND ITS 
PEOPLE ARE UNDER 
OUR PROTECTION, 
LEAVE. /10W/. 


THIS ISN'T LIKE 
You... ACCEPTABLE 


LOSSES, PRIME. WE 
DON'T DIFFER In 
THAT REGARD. 
WE DIFFER In 
ALL REGARDS. 


I WILL 77 LONGER 
PERPETUATE A WAR FREEDOM 
THAT DESTROYS 1S THE RIGHT 
INNOCENT RACES, OF ALL— 
ANCIENT CULTURES, 
CIVILIZATIONS... 


50 YOU'VE 
GROWN A 
CONSCIENCE? 
WELL, BAD 
TIMING. 


THIS “INNOCENT” 
RACE YOU'RE HOPING 
TO EMANCIPATE |S. 
ABOUT TO SLAUGHTER 
MILLIONS OF ITS OWT 


PEOPLE in ORDER 
\ TO KILL US. 


THEY HAVE A BOMB 
HEADED THIS WRY. ONE 
T COULDN'T POSSIBLY 
«NOW ABOUT. ONE THEY 
BELIEVE WE CAN'T 
CONTROL. 


BUT THEY'RE 
WRONG. 
ue 


AND ONCE I'm OONE 
KILLING YOU, I'LL USE IT 
TO WIPE THEM OUT. 
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The final battle is upon us. After escaping Cybertron with the aid of Omega WRITTEN BY: SHANE MCCARTHY 
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FROM DISSECTING THE 
HUMAN HYBRID. 


OHH... YOUR GOLDEN 
FRIEND. WELL, LOOK NO 
FURTHER... THAT WAS /ME. 


>» —___(ams 


Peay 


SUCH AR SHAME 
YOU'LL NEVER GET 
YOUR REVENGE. 
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rr i 
OH, WE'LL GET 
OUR REVENGE 
JUST FINE 


\ a 


WORD IS YOU 
WENT CRAZY. 


FIGURED 
YOU'D BE In 


THE SCRAP 
HEAP BY NOW, 
KUP. 


ee 

4 @ rit sHow you b 
WA "SCRAP HERP.” 

SY) MOUTHY PLITK. 
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THEY CAPTURED 
AND TORTURED 
ONE OF YOUR 
Our). 


IT’S ABOUT 

THE DIFFERENCE 

Ts ao a 
NY 
7 Y AND ME AN 

AUTOBOT! 
a 
, 
} le 


YOU THINK 
you can 
STOP ME?! 


AND OTHING'S 
GOING TO STOP Me 
FROM FINALLY 
TERRING THE LOT 
OF YOU APART! 


I RESPECT 
YOu, OPTIMUS. 


DECEPTICONS! 
WE'RE LEAVING! 


H 
7 
“A 
7 SN 
BUT THE 
SPACE BRIDGE 
THE CITY 
(pal 
j WE HAVE OTHER 
q wi 
y 


aly 


antip MSS ~, 


o 
g FULFILLING 
eo STARSCREAM?! A, my ROLE AS 
— ~ SEEKER 
H 
‘Ou DOING 
E 
CEPTIC 1 


LERDER' 
THE DECEPTICONS 
MUST BE TAKE/1. 

PRIME. 
NOT MAGICALLY 
OFFERE! 5 
ILE. 


ERED UP BY FF 
CHAI 


SOMETHING YOUR 


KIND WILL EVER 
NDERSTAND 


LEADERSHIP 
15 YOURS. 


YOUR ARMY 15 
IN RUINS AND WE 
SIDE OF THE BRE STILL THE 
GALAXY TO VICTORS. 
THE OTHER. N 


WE'RE NOT 
GOING TO 


A NUCLEAR 
‘on FROM 
1S 


LET THESE | 
| PEOPLE DIE. 


= ec WE CAN'T ; 
WE CAN'T SHOOT IT. a 


SOMEONE 
HAS TO FLY 
UP THERE 
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ERCRACKE 
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: “4 ~ 
Rr 
AeA pal a ~ its 
: panic 4 
ANT 5). THAT WAS A 
~ \ gt - REMARKABLE 
B —Wep SHOT. SPIKE 
RI 


OUR PEOPLE 
ARE FREE, SPIKE, 


THEY'RE SAFE. 
YET THERE'S 50 
MUCH TO OO. 


WE TRAVELED 
HERE FROM OUR 
HOMEWORLD 
CYBERTRON in 
ORDER TO ORIVE 
THE DECEPTICONS 
BACK, TO FREE 
YOUR PEOPLE. 


THEY'RE GOING TO 
NEED LEADERS LIKE 
YOURSELVES. HEROES 
THEY CAN LOOK TO In 
THEIR TIME OF NEED. 


AND RECOVER FROM 


THE ae 


I WANT YOu TO 
KNOW, I WANT YOUR 
PEOPLE TO KNOW THAT 
WE WILL DO EVERYTHING 
WE CAN TO HELP. 


THEY'RE GOING / 
TO NEED TO REBUILD r ¢ y 


“OLD WAYS” 
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LIKE THIS OLD 
ORDNANCE, I'm READY 
TO BE STOOD Down. I'm 
OLD-SCHOOL, SET in my 
WAYS: AND BETWEEN 

YOU AND ME. 


I'M TIRED. I'VE BEEN 
DOING THIS TOO MANY 
METACYCLES. THE BATTLES, 


WARS. CAMPAIGNS... THEY'VE f 


BECOME THIS ONE Lon, 
CONTINUOUS BLUR. EVE LOST 
ALL SENSE OF WHO T 
WHAT I ONCE WANTED.” 


IF THAT'S 
YOUR DECISION, IT'S A 
/ROMHIDE, 1 CHANGED WORLD 
WON'T TRY TO 7 WE NOW FACE, 
CHANGE YOUR WITH MYRIAD NEW 
ming. [ CHALLENGES. WE 
HAVE TO RE-LEARN, 
REASSESS, 
I RESPECT Lt 
You TOO MUCH 


FOR THAT. THAVE TO 


ROMIT. (T'S 
A OOAUNTING 
PROSPECT. 


THAT'S... NOT IT. 0, 
YOU KNOW ME, PRIME. 
IMEET CHALLENGES 
HERD-ON! IT'S MORE... 


- 10 LONGER 
TRUST MY 
JUDGMENT. 


RH. THE BUSINESS 
WITH MIRAGE... 


SORRY TO SAY, IROMHIDE, BUT | 
YOU'VE /IEVER BEEN MUCH OF 
A JUDGE OF CHARACTER. 


AS I RECALL, YOU THOUGHT I WAS 
A WET-BEHIND-THE-AUIDIO-RECEPTORS 
UPSTART WITH LITTLE OR MO RIGHT 
| CALLING HIMSELF A PRIME! 


QUITE THE, AH, 
ARMY YOU'VE 
ASSEMBLED, 

AND IN SUCH A 
SHORT TIME. 


—y 


[af 
SOMETHING on 
- 


TRONHIDE. 
PERMSSION 
TO SPEAK 
FREELY, SIR. 
DENED. 


BRAINSTORM, 
TEMPEST.. 


now, IF YOu 
JUST LIKE TO. 
STEP. 


WITH RESPECT, MOST OF 
YOUR “ARMY” HERE HAVE NEVER 
PICKED UP, LET ALONE FIRED, A 


WEAPON BEFORE. MOST OF THEM FA 


WILL DIE BEFORE THEY EVER OD! 
THEY ARE /70T SOLDIERS. 


/] 


AND YOU, SIR, 
ARE UNLIKELY TO 
INCREASE THEIR 


BY TELLING THEM 
: THEY ARE. 


ENOUGH—YOU'RE 
OUT OF LIne, 
IRONHIDE! 


UH. IRONHIDE: 
HERE SERVED IN THE 
CYBERTRONIAN CIVIL 
MILITIB. HE'S... TAKEN 

HIS FAIR SHARE OF 
KNOCKS. 


WE'RE AT WAR, 
MOTIVATIONAL 


PROTOCOL MANUAL 
AND R GLITZY PARROE 
RIN'T GONNA Win IT. 


IT'LL TAKE GUTS 
AND RESILIENCE, SHEER 
MILITARY MUSCLE 


MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN A MEDAL. 


AND WITH 
RESPECT, 


AH-HAHI YOU 
GOT TO SRY, CATCH THE DECAYED 
THOUGH... YOU TOOK IT'S LIKE 
WHATEVER I THREW you ENERGON, ONLY 
AT YOU, EVERY HARSH, p RIGHT HALF-LIFE WITH A AICK) 
DISPRRAGING WORD. | MOMENT AND... 
AND WHAT'S MORE.. 


AND You'D Go 
OM TO PROVE Me | 


occasion. 


\\ 


WOULD HAVE HAD 
ME THROWN in THE 
BRIG AND GONE 
THEIR OWN SWEET 
SUICIDAL WAY. 


RETREATING. 


WHY PIN US DOWN 
50 COMPREHENSIVELY 
AND YET LEAVE 
SUCH AN OBVIOUS 
VULNERABILITY? 


THEY WANT US TO GO 
WEST. IT'S A TRAP, 


WE NEED TO 
OUTFLANK THEIR 


L HERD EAST. 


WE'LI 
THE CORRIDOR WE 
CLEARED OF MINES: 
EARLIER (5 STILL OPEN 
TO US. WE CAN TAKE 
uP NEW POSITIONS 
In POLYHEX 


new—? 
YOU'RE... 
RUANING? 


I RECONNOITRED 
THE WHOLE AREA 
MYSELF. I'M TELLING 
YOU, THERE'S NOTHING 
AND NO ONE THERE! 


inmy 
EXPERIENCE, IF IT 
SEEMS TOO GOOD 
TO BE TRUE, IT 
USUALLY 15. 


DOUBLE-TIME 
iT c'mon: 


YOu TURN TAIL NOW 
AND THIS SECTOR'LL BE 
OVERRUN, LOST. YOU'RE 

DISHONORING EVERY 


RUTOBOT WHO LAID DOWN 


HIS LIFE DEFENDING IT. 


EVERYTHING I 
BROUGHT TO THE [4 
BATTLEFIELD CAME | 
FROM YOU, IRONHIDE. 
YOU GAVE ME ALL 
THE TOOLS I NEEDED. 
BUT WHAT | KNEW 
INSTINCTIVELY, 


STEADY, IRONHIDE. 
PERHAPS WE SHOULD. 
SWITCH TO SOMETHING 
ALITTLE LESS 
FISSIONABLE. 


..15 THERE 
ARE SOME 
BATTLES YOU 
CAN'T win, TIMES 
WHEN IT’S BETTER 


TO SIMPLY CUT 
YOUR LOSSES... 


HM. IF WE'RE GOING: 
TO START THROWING 
AROUND PLATITUDES, I 

NEED ANOTHER: 


IF YOU HAVE A 
WEAKNESS, IRONHIDE, 
IT’S THAT YOU MEET 


5 YOU CAN BE 
EVERYTHING HERD-ON. EVERY Br es 


UNBENDING! 
HA! ARE YOU 
CALLING ME 


YOUR EXAMPLE HONED 
ME INTO THE WARRIOR 
THE LEADER... I AM TOURY, 
IRONHIDE. YOU INSPIRED 
ME TO OVERCOME 
IMPOSSIBLE ODDS. 


«WILL 
miss my 
Goo0 AND 
TRUSTED 
FRIEND. 


oo 


OTHER RUTOBOTS LOOK 
TO YOU FOR YOUR BRAND OF 
AIO-NONSENSE, PRACTICAL 
4NOW-HOW... THE DEPTHS OF 
RESOLVE AND INDOMITABLE 
FIGHTING SPIRIT WE SO 
DESPERATELY NEED. 


AND STILL, IF EVER T 
WAVER, IT’S YOUR 
COUNSEL I SEEK, YOUR 
TELL-IT-LIKE-IT-15, 
HARO-NOSED HONESTY. 


iF YOU GO, 
WE'LL CARRY On, 
BUT WE'LL ALL 
BE LESSENED BY 
YOUR ABSENCE. 
Ano T.. 


HN. TACTICALLY 
OUTMANEUVERED BY my 
MILITARY PROTEGE! CAN'T 
EXACTLY EXIT ON THAT 
NOTE, NOW CAN I? 


GUESS I'm 
JUST GONNA 
HAVE TO STICK 
AROUND... 


FORTY 
LIGHT YEARS FROM EARTH. 


YERH. HIS BRAIN 
48S 


CAPACITY 


SOUNOWAVE. 
WE! 


SERVICE IS TO 
BE COMMENDED. 


YOUR COLD LOGICS 
WHAT MADE YOU SO 
INVALURBLE TO HIM 
AND IT IS WHAT L, AS HIS 
SUCCESSOR, REQUIRE 
OF YOu now 


IRREPARABLY 
E AT LESS THP 
CENT CAPACITY 


THINK INSTEAD HOW THAT COULD 
BE UTILIZED TO BULWARK YOUR NEW 
LEADER TOWR! 


IT’S AN ACADEMIC 
OURCE 

ALL n. AD OF 
CEPTICON 1S MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN THE 


YOUR LOYALTY WILL 


SURELY BE REMEMBERED 
SOUNDWAVE. YOUR REWARD 
WILL NOT BE LONG In 
comin, LU. 


ORTLY WE'LL ARRIVE AT 
INBTION, AND RAZORCLAW 5 
WILL IMMEDIATE 
RIGHT TO ABS! 


IN THE BEST-CASE 
TO MAINTAIN My SI 
THIS RAGTAG BUF 
TICONS WILL CONTIN 
OF DISORGANIZED, In-F 


WITHOUT A LEADER. T! 1S 

LOST. MEGATRON HAD HIS MOMENT. 
AND iS NOW NOT AY HOU! FOLLO 
HiM TO THE BITTER END—THE 

END I ALWAYS FORESAW: FAILURE. 


WITH ONL 


AND THIS. 


MEGATRON HID THE FACT THAT HE HAD IT 
BUT 


SELF ANU SOUNDURVE, 
VING STUDIED IT F 
Tear MOU See Wry 


POWER IT HAD IS GO 
VER HAD ANY AT Al 


WAS Hi 
NGHT JUST AS SOO 
ONE OF PRIME'S SPARE TI 


Ye 


Se 
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I PROMISE. |i y 


SUNSTRERKER! -eegalis 
SUNSTRERKER! Ale? 


IRN 


WE WERE THE FIRST ARC 
EXPEDITION. A SCIENTIFIC 


Freee au unraiie 2 am 
i }. WI 
LIFE. NO EVOLUTION. A CHANGED US. 


WE'VE RETURNED TO OUR UNIVERSE 
NOW, BUT I'M THE LAST. SOMEHOW, 
I'VE ALWAYS BEEN ABLE TO LAST 
THE LONGEST OUT HERE. 


EITHER WOULD 
BE A BLESSING 
AT THIS POINT. 


WE'VE BEEN MAROONED HERE 

ON GORLAM PRIME FOR WHAT “OUT HERE.” LISTEN TO ME. I'VE BEEN IN THAT 

SEEMS LIKE AN ETERNITY. PARALLEL REALM SO LONG THAT HERE, in my 
HOME UNIVERSE, I FEEL LIKE AN OUTSIDER. 


REGARDLESS, I'M THE LAST. SCOURGE 
AND STRAXUS ARE DYING. JHIAXUS IS 
GONE. NEMESIS PRIME IS DEAD. 


AND THEY'RE THE LUCKY ONES. 
DEATH IS A RELEASE FROM THIS 
STATIC HELL WE'VE FOUND. 


SCOURGE, MY FRIEND. 
ALL THAT REMAINS (5 THE ‘ . 
PROPER RECYCLING OF MY WITH MERCY, YOU WON'T 


BE FOR LONG. THIS IS 
THE ONLY GIFT I HAVE 
LEFT TO GIVE YOU. 


FALLEN COMRADES. 


— 
THE SCIENTIFIC ELITE AND MY WARRIOR 
BROTHERS. YOU DESERVE BETTER. 

R b 


C-CYCLONUS... 
1... FFALIVE... 


MELTING THESE 
TUS, WERE HO PURPOSE. WERE SOLDIERS DOWN IS 
LITTLE MORE THAN THE ONLY WAY TO 
ILLUMINATION UNITS. SVE THEM Be 


YOU'RE WRONG, 
OLD FRIEND. YOU'RE 
GOING TO JOIN me, 

cCycLonu! 


ALL OF YOU. I 
HAVE THE POWER. I 
HAVE THE WILL. AND 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
T HAVE A MM/SSIOM. 


.. THE ONLY YOU WANT A 

WAY TO GET Function? r 
BACK OUR ) WILL GIVE You 
DIGNITY. / R Function. 


ISN'T THIS 
WHAT YOU 
HAD In minD> 


fw 
SS: 
YRe 
fas 
38 


j SCOURGE, 
By my POWER, 
| YOU'LL LIVE. 


ARARRRR-I 


FEEL IT. THE 


MIEEEEeS 


Ree 


talon 
< Nas 


— 


HE SHOULD THE PAIN. IT'S 
CORUSCATING 


MOLTEN LIQUID. 
: THROUGH ME. 


IT HURTS, 
CycLonus. 


I-—WE ARE 
THE DARKNESS 
pr aea y THAT CONSUMED 
WERE. NOVA PRIME IS 
: Sq within me, 


N 


LAM MOT THE GALVATRON 

YOU ONCE KNEW. AND THE & 

DARKNESS IS NOT WHAT IT AA ~~ 
WAS WITH NOVA, WE ARE 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT. 


ARRIVES... 


. WH WHT 

= 4 ! HI 
WAI LEE, H sometins 
cycLonus? 1 MOVING. 


THEY WERE SUPPOSED 
TO BE IN My IMAGE! 


i 


DID-DID T 
WE? YOU 
DO THAT? mMEAn You 
YOu'RE AN 
(DIOT, SCOURGE. 
OF COURSE YOU 


DION'T OO IT. 
WE DID IT. 


1) Ne 


a 


THEY ARE BONDED TO YOU. 
WILL BE A WARRIOR KING. 


CALM YOURSELF, 
CYCLONUS. THAT iS 
TOT THE FATE WE 
HAVE iN MIND FOR YOU. 


I won't LET you 00 
THIS TO ME! 1 WAS A 
PATRIOT! I WAS AL 
WARRIOR! R SEEKER 


YOU WONDER WHY YOU OF ALL OF US, YOU 

WERE ABLE TO SURVIVE ALONE MANAGED. 
IN THIS UNIVERSE LONGER m@ TO RETAIN LIFE. LESS 

THAN THE REST OF US? THAN A VOLT PERHAPS, 
BUT IT WAS ENOUGH 
TO ALLOW You 

TO CROSS BETWEEN 

BOTH UNIVERSES. 


YOU WERE NEVER GOING 
TO SUCCUMB TO THE SAME 
FRTE AS THE REST OF US. 


My SPARK wlS (T REALLY 
RETURNS... OVER-THIS 
EXILE? 


a 
\ T>4 
y ad i 
( A 
TWAS WERK. ] } 

7 u A 

now YOu HAVE 
STRENGTH. R 


UMIVERSAL FORCE. 
WE WERE EXPLORERS ONCE 
WE WERE GOING TO DISCOVER 
THE FORCES OF THE UNIVERSE. 
THAT MISSION IS OVER, AND 
WE SUCCEEDED. LOOK AT TOTHING 
THE PRICE WE'VE PRID LASTS FOREVER 
TO LEARN THOSE SECRETS. AND NOTHING 


EVER ENDS. 


WE ARE NOW A PART OF THAT 

FORCE. WE ARE CATALYSTS— EERE 
SPARKING UPHEAVAL—IGNITING 

REVOLUTION—FEEDING CHAOS WAY WITH US— 
WITH EVERY HATE-FILLED ACTION. 


NOW IT'S 
OUR TURM. 


Our Function 
1S TO SEEK, 


2 SCOURGE... 
A SZ LP 


MA 
G) eas ais 
eV ALL HAIL MEGA RAO 
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| YELL, mari’ 


Ly A=W 
aa aa 


SEEMINGLY, SPRIMGER HAD JUST MADE 
ONE OF HIS REGULAR TRIPS TO THE 
SCIENCE VESSEL ARK-/7, TO CHECK On 
THE PROGRESS OF THE VENERABLE—BUT 
CURRENTLY INCAPACITATED—KUP... 


“THERE, \\ 


y AND WHERE'S \ 


PERCEPTOR? 


L 


LOOSE CANNONS BNO WILD CARD! | 


WE GOT 
Him BACK, 


WHAT CHANCE DO WE HAVE OF 
VICTORY IF WE CONTINUE TO INDULGE 


NEITHER WAS 
PERCEPTOR. 


TAKE IT ERSY, 
SPRINGE! 


WHAT I SET in motion 


yy HERE, TODAY...WILL MARK 


THE TURING POINT. 


AS THE LEADER OF 
CRACK COMMANDS UNIT 
THE WRECKERS, HiS. 
HANDS HAVEN'T BEEN 
CLEAN IN YEARS. 


WHY 00 WE AUTOBOTS 
RELY ON AN EXTREME 
LAST LINE OF DEFENSE 
WHEN WE SHOULD MAKE 
OUR FIRST ONE COUNT? 


HIS DEFAULT SETTING \S 
TO OVERREACT. WITH ONE 
UPPERCUT, HE EPITOMIZES 

THE UNCHECKED STREAK 

OF BRAVADO THAT 

COURSES THROUGH THE 

RANKS OF THE AUTOBOTS. 


“YOU DIDN'T SEE WHAT 
HE WAS LIKE WHEN WE 
FOUND HIM. HE WAS 
SICK, HIS MIND FRIED 
FROM THE CRYSTALS 
HE BECAME ADDICTED 
TO ON THAT PLANET. 


HIM—AUTOBOTS HE SLAUGHTERED 
WITH HIS BARE SERVOS. 


“DAMMIT, HIS NEURG-CORE WAS 
SO CHEWED UP BY RADIATION, 
HE THOUGHT HE WAS: 
DEFENDING HIMSELF FROM 
NIGHT-TERRORS AND GHOSTS 


“PERCEPTOR SAID HE WAS 
TOO FAR GONE, PHYSICALLY 
AND MENTALLY; THAT. 
THERE WAS /70THIIG—" 


YES, AND THAT'S EXACTLY *...TO THE KIMIA 
WHY T HAD PERCEPTOR FACILITY. YOU 
BRING KUP HERE. «NOW WHAT 

THEY'RE CAPABLE 


“THIS |S HIGH-ENO STUFF 
OF HERE, RIGHT? 


WE'RE TAKING ABOUT: LIQUID 
SHRAPNEL, FOLO-SPACE, 
IMPORTED MEMORY, 


SCIENCE THAT EXISTS 
ALMOST On A PURELY 
THEORETICAL LEVEL. 


“I TEAMED PERCEPTOR 
WITH AN AUTOBOT WHO'S 


MADE SOME HUGE LEAPS 
RECENTLY DEVELOPING 
SOME VERY UNUSUAL 
TECH FOR US 


1 KNOW ALL ABOUT 
THIS PLACE, PROWL. 00 YOU 
HAVE ANY IDEA HOW MANY 

FREAKY GRAVITON BLASTERS 
AND CHRONAL-DISPLACEMENT 
GRENADES THE WRECKERS HAVE 
TESTED OUT FOR KIMIR? THE 
STUFF THESE GUYS COOK UP. 


JTELL ME YOU DIDN'T a 
no, {sur cont tHin« I } 

UST DRAG KUP HERE TO = : 
REVERSE-ENGINEER SOME SPRINGER: | DIDN'T CONSIDER IT. J 


KIND OF WERPON THAT 
CAN INFLICT THAT SORT 
OF RADIATION DAMAGE 
on A DECEPTICON? 
—I HAD 
KUP BROUGHT 
HERE BECAUSE 
THIS WAS WHERE 
BREAKTHROUGHS 
WERE BEING 
MADE... WITH 
THE PRETEMIDER 
PROCESS. 


OVER-REACTION 

PREDICTED WITH NICE PLAY, PROWL 

689% ACCURACY, la THIS SCHEME MAKES 
WAIT—THE KUP'S RESCUE mission 
PRETEIDER \ 
PROCESS?! 


THE SAME PRETENDER a TN” 
PROCESS THAT CON ZERLOT Vv 
BLUOGEON HOME-BREWED? THE SPRGERIT PRECISELY 7B 
SAME ONE THAT LED TO THE WHOLE TIMES OVER THE LAST 
THUNERWING MESS, WHICH MERNS / THREE-DOZEN DECA-CYCLES 


DON'T GET TO LIVE on THERE IS NOTHING ABOUT 
CYBERTRON ANYMORE? (HIM I CANNOT PREDICT. 


YOU MUST HAVE MISSED THE 
PART WHERE I MENTIONED THE 
BREAKTHROUGH, SPRINGER. JETFIRE 
STABILIZED THE PROCESS OURING HIS 
DEFENSE AGAINST THE EXPA/TSIOS,* 
GIVING THE TECHS AT THE FACILITY 
WAY FORWARD TO REBUILD KUP. 


SE 


(5 THE POINT THAT THE SCIENTISTS 
HERE CAN MAKE THE /MPROVEMENTS 
IN KUP THAT I WILL LATER REQUIRE. J 


WE ALWAYS KNEW THAT 
UPGRADING HIM WOULD BE AN ISSUE DUE 
TO HIS PHYSICAL (COMPATIBILITY WITH 
CURRENT TECH, BUT BLUDGEON'S SEEMINGLY : “SEE TRAISFORMERS 


SPOTLIGHT: SIDESWIPE 


YOU'RE TELLING ME GOT IT: THERE'S NO 
THAT FOR ALL INTENTS ) INNER-ROBOT BODY PER 
AND PURPOSES, THIS SE, BUT THE CEREBRAL 
REBUILT KUP... 1S JNTERFACE OPERATES ON 

FR PRETENUER? 9 THE SAME PRINCIPLE 


a 


y NEVER Wi } 
| SYNTAX 


AS TRUER 
VOCALISED. 


HOW CAN YOU HAVE I DON'T HAVE TO RUN PROJECTED PERSONALITY y 
A CEREBRAL INTERFACE SIMULATIONS TO KNOW THAT GUILT, WORRY, 
WHEN HE BARELY HAS A AND A REFUSAL TO MOVE ON ARE FUELLING | 
CEREBRO-CORTEX LEFT HIS DISBELIEF. BUT HE CAN BE SO TIRING. 


TO INTERFACE WITH? jee 


THE SCIENTISTS MADE A 
BREAKTHROUGH, SPRINGER. 
THAT'S THEIR JOB. DON'T 
YOU GET IT? THIS 1S REAL. 
KUP'S BACK. WATCH. 


IT’S A CERTAINTY 
HE'LL ASK THE 
QUESTION. = 


A 


WHY IS HE 
SUCKING On A 


BREAKTHROUGH 
PERCEPTOR AND 
HIS TERM MADE 


IT'S ACTUALLY A SYNTHESISED 
FORM OF THE SOLAR-CHARGED CRYSTAL 


RADIATION THAT KUP BECAME ADDICTED TO 


WHILE HE WAS STRANDED, AND IT SERVES 
AS A FLASHBACK SUPPRESSANT OF SORTS. 


TRADE ONE 
ADDICTION FOR fi 


i ANOTHER? 


BETTER TO 
THINK OF IT AS 
KEEPING HIS 
PERSONALITY 
PROPPED UP. 


LOOK SPRINGER 
S SNOT IDEAL. BUT 
9 AS LONG AS HE KEEPS 
/T, WE KEEP UP. 


= 


AND THAT'S SURELY 
THE LOWEST PRICE 
WE'VE PAID SO FAR? 


THAT'S WHAT I LOVE 
ABOUT YOU, PROWL: YOU 
EVEN CALCULATE YOUR 
OFF HAND REMARKS TO 

MAXIMUM EFFECT. 


THAT WOULD BE 
SOME RETROGRADE 
POISON HE'S SUCKING 
ON. WHY THE HELL DID 
THESE SCIENCE-BOTS 
SHOVE A CY-GAR IN 
HIS FACE? 


IT DOESN'T OVERWHELM 
HIM OR INSTIGRTE ANY 
m  TIEGATIVE OR UNUSUAL 
©) BEHAVIORAL PATTERNS. 
IT SATISFIES HIS CRAVING 
WITHOUT AMPLIFYING IT. 


BECAUSE IF KUP LOSES STABILITY, THEN HIS 
WHOLE REASON FOR BEING HERE-THE SPEC/ALLY 
EMCOUED PERSONALITY SUBROUTINES 1 HAD 
PERCEPTOR INSTALL—JUST WON'T TAKE EFFECT. 


THE ETHICS CRUSE ME NO GUILT. 
OBVIOUSLY, I KEEP ALL THIS FROM 
SPRINGER, JUST AS I'M CERTAIN HE 

WOULD KEEP FACTS ABOUT HOW 

UNPLEASANT HIS JOB CAN GET 

WHEN HE'S WITH THE WRECKERS. 


= 


ia 


AT THE END OF THE 


DAY, SPRINGER. KUP IS A 
FIGUREHEAD, A RARE AND 
GENUINE HERO AMONG 
AUTOBOTS. NOW, I MAY NOT 
SUBSCRIBE TO HIS METHODS, 
BUT RIGHT NOW, WE EET 
SOMEONE LIKE HIM, 


INSPIRATION 
TOUS ALL 


I LEAD SPRINGER TO THE LAB WHERE KUP 
1S UNDERGOING ONE FINAL STRIP-DOWN 
EFORE ROLLING OUT. 


WELL, GET 
OVER HERE, 
KID... 


ees 


AS FAR AS ON-THE-JOB 
REFLEXES GO. 
SPRINGER'S READILY 
ACCESSED SHORTCUTS: 
TO HIS EMOTIONAL 
PROCESSORS 
ARE AN ASSET. 


cy. 


:} 
BUT IN THIS INSTANCE 
THEY BELITTLE HIM. 


2. T AIN'T. 
GONNA RIP 
YOUR HEAD 


AND YET DIFFERENT. 
F PRETEMUER. 


EVEN DISASSEMBLED, HE HOLDS THE ROOM 
TOGETHER THROUGH SHEER STRENGTH OF 
PERSONALITY. WHAT AUTOBOT WOULDN'T 

BLINDLY FILE IN BEHIND HIM? 


FORGET TO 
ATTACH 
YOUR FEET, 
OLO-TIMER? 


YER WISERFT 
ROUTINE'S GETTIN 
OLDER'N ME, PAL. 


— 


TLL LEARN YA 
SOME RESPECT ONCE 
TRE-ATTACH My 
FIGHTIN’ HAND. NOW 
WHERE IS IT...? 


OH... SURE... THE OL’ 

ASSEMBLY-LINE FOB 

3 A RINT COMPLETELY 
-| ae OFF YET 


f 
~ = 
> vas esses GO. 
@\\Gzs 


on 
HEY! NICE JOB, 
PERCEPTOR! THE SCIENCE ] ace oe. you 
OF CONVALESCENCE HAS 2 TO 4NOW HOW 
COME: 4) LONG WAY, HUH? Vi , MUCH YOU MEAN 


W THEY GOT THIS Ti 
SPECIBLLY MADE FOR MEP J AUToBOTS 


[fe I CAN SAFELY AFFIRM THAT HE'S 
NEVER MEANT MORE TO ME. 
; —_——— 
Y'enOwW, WHAT YOU JNDEFIMTELY. YOU'RE TO YEAH YOU 00, 
SAID THERE... I BE_ON HAND WITH A READY SUPPLY OF PERCEPTOR. 


FPPRECIATE IT. FLASHBACK SUPPRESSANTS. AS WELL AS 
THAT, I'LL NEED YOU TO MONITOR THE 


INTEGRATION PROGRESS OF THOSE NEW 
PERSONALITY SUBROUTINES I. a» 
SUGGESTED BE INSTALLE ~<a 
{ly \# 
WAer 


s b 2 cd 

Le ~o eRe ROT WINAING THis WAR 
at) q | we’ WINTING THIS WAR, 
Sey oer AND I'M 7/REQ OF IT. TIRED OF 
\ eat CRUNCHING STAT AFTER STAT, 

te — ~ FORMULATING WORKABLE 
a — STRATEGIES FOR ACHIEVABLE 
PERCE OR VOIR VICTORY. PRIME LISTENS—TO A 

ze (GE SECONDED TA KUR: POINT—THEN GETS RESTLESS AND 


—— CHANGES TACK ON A WHIM. 


THE AVERAGE 
RUTOBOT DEFAULT SETTING 
IS DAREDEVIL MAVERICK, 
THAT'S NOT US, PERCEPTOR. WE 
CAN SUBDIVIDE THIS WAR INTO ITS 
PUREST MATHEMATICAL FORM 
AND GENERATE SOLUTIONS ALL 
WE WANT, BUT UNLESS WE 
HAPPEN TO BE SURFING On A 
METEOROIO AT THE TIME, 70 
OME WILL PAY ATTENTION. 


YOU'RE THE LEAST. 
WARLIKE AUTOBOT I 
KNOW. BY BEING A PART 
OF THIS, YOU'RE BRINGING 
US NEARER TO PEACE. 


y 
ly 
as 
Gaur 
KNOW WHAT HE DID. 


‘BOTS LIKE KUP 
HAVE THE SENSORS 
AND RECEPTORS OF 

THE MASSES ALREADY. 
HE'S THE CONDUIT. IF WE 
PROVIDE THE CODE, KUP 
WILL PROVIDE THE 
MASS INSTALLATION 


AUP CAN /IEVER. 
NOW WHAT HAPPENED 
ON THAT PLANET, OR 
WHAT WE DID— 


—WHAT WAS ZONE TO GET HIM 
BACK. IF HE KNEW THAT A/S LIFE WAS 
VALUED OVER THE DOZENS WE SENT TO 
DIE AT HIS HANDS, THEN HE’LL JUST GO 
AND THROW HIMSELF iN THE NEAREST 
SUf] AND HAVE DONE WITH IT. 


OF COURSE IT HAS. IF 
THERE WERE SOME ANGLE 
WHERE YOU COULD SCORE 

POINTS WITH PRIME FOR THIS, 
YOU'D HAVE IT COVERED 


PERCEPTOR, 
TRAILBREAKER, SIREN, 
SIZZLE, AND ANYONE 
ELSE FROM ARK-I7 WHO 


THE DEAFENING CLATTER OF 
SOLIDIFIED OBVIOUSIIESS 
KNEW WHAT HAPPENED REVERBERATES AROUND MY 


CAN NEVER SPEAK OF RUDID:RECEETORE 
THIS TO ANYONE. 
I'S BEEN 
TAKEN CARE OF, 
x SPRINGER 


AS IF I HADNT COVERED THIS. 
AND EVEN IF I HADN'T, THEIR 
COLLECTIVE BLIND LOYALTY 
TO SPRINGER WOULD HAVE 

ENSURED THEIR SILENCE. 


THOUGH IT'S FRIR TO SAY 
OPTIMUS PRIME WOULD BE EVEN WHEN-COMPARED TO THE NUMBERS 


ATTRACTED TO THE LOST In RETRIEVING HIM—THAT COMRADE |S 
} ROMANTIC NOTION OF RISKING OF NEGLIGIBLE STATISTICAL IMPORTANCE 
ALL FOR A FALLEN COMRADE. OPTIMUS WOULDN'T BE OPTIMUS WITHOUT HIS 
WILLINGNESS TO GAMBLE ALL FOR NOTHING. 


IT'S NOT THAT I DON'T UNDERSTAND 
IT. AS TRANSFORMERS, IT'S iN OUR 
NATURE TO ADAPT AND CHANGE 
ACCORDING TO THE GIVEN SITUATION. 


BUT THIS OVERPOWERING 
SENTIMENTALISM AND 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE 

REBEL ELEMENT HOLDS 

US BACK FROM VICTORY. 


| 1 CAN SEE THE CRACKS STARTING 
TO SHOW. INTEL ON THE CURRENT 
DECEPTICON SITUATION DRIES UP. 


STATISTICALLY, IT'S A 
CERTAINTY THAT HIS NEED TO 
BE ACTIVE WILL BE SEVERELY 

COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 


\ {SUT SOON, PRIME won'T BE 
ABLE TO HEAR ME ANYMORE, 
MY VOICE JUST A CONDUIT FOR 


/ FACTS AND FIGURES. IT DOESN'T 4 ‘ 
SPEAK TO THE WARRIOR INSIDE. ~_ 


oe ia | 


BUT WE ALLOW RATCHET, 
HOT ROD, GRIMLOCK, AND 
SPRINGER—SANCTIONING 
UNTRAINED AUTOBOTS TO 
RESCUE A DERANGED VETERAN— 
TO BUCK THE SYSTEM. 


COMPARE THESE EXAMPLES WITH THE 
DECEPTICONS. OF COURSE, THEY HAVE THEIR 
OWN ROGUE ELEMENTS-THE SCORPONOKS, 

BLUOGEONS, AND THUNDERWINGS—BUT 

FOR THE MOST PART, THEY ACT AS OE. 


THEY MAY HAVE SINISTER GOALS, BUT 
THERE'S NOTHING EVIL ABOUT REASON, 
ANALYSIS, DISCIPLINE... LOGIC. 


BE THE TOOLS OF 
THE AUTOBOTS? 


I'M JUST NOT THE FIGUREHEAD 
RUTOBOTS SEEM TO /7EED. BUT NOW HE'S BACK ONLINE, HE'LL BE In ff 
THEN, I DON'T WANT TO BE. 1 THE SPOTLIGHT EVEN MORE, ALL 
DON'T THRIVE ON ATTENTION. IT'S 4 OPTICS LOCKED ON A//7. GOOD. 
THE BADGE ON My CHEST THAT « 
MATTERS, NOT MY FACE. 


50 FROM now on, 
KUP'S MY FACE. 


OR ONE OF THEM. } 


BECAUSE NOW, I CAN SPEAK 
THROUGH HIM, AND FINALLY 
GET THE MESSAGE ACROSS. 


WHAT PERCEPTOR SAID 
STILL AMUSES ME 
4 


YOU HYPOTHESISE THAT THE 
TENDENCY AMONG AUTOBOTS TO 
DISREGARD ORDERS WHEN THEY IMPEDE 
MORAL OR PERSONAL CRUSADES DIRECTLY 
UNDERMINES YOUR PREFERRED BRAND 
OF LOGIC-ORIENTED STRATEGY? 


WAN 
INTERESTING 
THEN THAT THE THE IRONY ISM 
QUALITIES YOU INTEND LOST On ME. 
TO DISCREOIT AND 
QUASH COULDN'T BE 


MORE EVIDENT 


‘ 
4 


«THAN IN THE AUTOBOT WHO 
SECRETLY OVERSEES THE BUT PERCEPTOR, 
REHABILITATION OF ANOTHER THE DIFFERENCE 
PURELY 10 HAVE HIS BETWEEN SOMEONE 
POINT MADE LIKE HOT ROO AND 
SOMEONE LIKE ME. 


15 THAT NO. 
ONE WILL EVER’ 
«NOW WHAT 
I'VE DONE. 


1 DON'T WANT TO LEAD. I Don't 
NEEO PUBLIC APPROVAL. MY GOAL 
15 TO PUT ALL MY RESOURCES 
INTO WINNING THIS WAR 


THAT'S THE WAY IT SHOULD 
BE FOR A /7UMBER CRUIMCHER 
LIKE ME. BUT WITH KUP, 


EVERYONE WANTS TO HEAR 
WHAT HE HAS TO SRY. 50 now, WHEN 
HE SPEAKS. 


Aaa 


you won't even 
SEE My LIPS MOVE. 


7, 


WELCOME BRCK ALP. 


THE AUTOBOT 
BADGE? 


YEAH, I KNOW 
ABOUT CHANGING 
YOUR FUNCTION. 


“LOST & FOUND” 


THEN WHY 
THE HELL DID 7 
t 


METHING'S: 


BUT SOMET! 
UP. HE’S NO 


T QUITE 
UP TO SPEED YET 


IT'S FABRICATED FROM ROAMANT 
CRYSTAL, WHICH HAS A HARDNESS RATING 
ID THE TOP PERCENTILE OF MINERALS 
KNOWN IN THIS SPUR OF THE GALAXY. 


Iwon't LeT 
THAT HAPPEN ff 
RGRIN 


my SCOPE AND In 

STABILIZERS REPAYING 

WILL HELP S mY DEBT 

IMPROVE my i TO DRIFT. 
Aim TH 


£ , if 
THERE'S 10. 
DEBT. I Don't 


FEEL T OWE YOU FOR 
HELPING PUT Me 
BACK TOGETHER. 


LL. | “se 
JUST DOIN 
B. 


YOUR JO} 
THAT'S ALL AN 
"BOT CAN ASK 

18 


HOT ROD, 
HAVE AN ID 


“WELL, EXCEPT FOR 
THIS ‘BOT WITH A FEW 
SENSOR CABLES: 
LOOSE... BLUDGEON. 


HE SENDS THE MOST 
CHARMING TRANSMISSIONS 
THAT DESCRIBE HOW T'LL ‘BURN 
I THE PURIFYING FLAMES’ OR 
BE TURNED INTO A CINDER.’ * 


WHAT WERE 
YOU DOING 
OUT HERE? 


LOCK In! 


WHERE'S 
PERCEPTOR? 


STILL IN THE 
INFIRMARY. 
DOING PRIMUS 
KNOWS WHAT 
TO HIMSELF. 


PERCEPTOR, ee ee ae 
WE'RE ABOUT TO GO al 
ON ALITTLE RESCUE FROM HERE 

MISSION. iF THINGS GET 
HAIRY, T NEED YOU TO 
STAY WITH THE SHIP 
AS BACKUP. 


YOU'RE NOT 
READY FOR 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 
UP. I'm NOT 
READY—YET. 


sf pen 
ie acd 
A oh ae 
f \pe h 
i ) 7 = = 
Doss 


a 
iy 


NNECT! IT’S OUR 
ONLY CHANCE! 


= 7 
4 | YOUR JOB? THAT 4 
A 4] WOULD BE SC/ENTIST. \E%. 
le) NOT SHARPSHOOTER fe a 
Q MN 

\. y . V 
a a 9 e. 

Sf / \ 


\ - ; 
/ Daw | | OUR RACE'S DISTIN 
NATURE (5 BASED UPON OUR 
a ADAPTABILITY. THAT'S 
we y fe) LARGELY BEEN FORGOTTEN | » 
THAVE ANEW _mmeltiees SINCE THE WAR BEGAN 
PURPOSE NOW. Le — ; Ru s 4 
2 iS | gy SP Seas 
\ VF, s* NVA ¥ 
ar) \ ai =A - ‘A ! 
. a 
~ 


ay ok 


~ 


WE'LL GO 
RETER THEM In 
THE TRION. 


4 THOSE 
BOTS HAVE A 
DEBT TO PRY. 
—= } 
; ‘ 
) 
f bal 
=} 


"i > LISTEMING—1'M 
THIS CITY IS BROADCASTING In 
THE CLEAR. 


IT LOOKS LIKE MOST 
PEOPLE HAVE MOVED TO 
SAFER LOCATIONS—ABANDONING 
T LONGINGS 


S ANyoni 
THERE? 


T DON'T 4NOW IF HE HUMANS HAVE 
LO OUTRACE ALWAYS LOOKED 
NeW HUMAN KINDLY Of ME-MAYBE 

T-I COULD FIND A 
BASE—SURREOER— 


WE HAVE TO 
TAY nl. 


FO Tics 9p REPEAT—WE HAVE 
5 70 STRY HIDDEN 


— 


L&NOW! 


YEAH, 


WHAT 
HAVE YOU 


WHA—WHO 
ARE YOU? 


WE'RE JUST 
ING TO GET 
SELVES AND ¢ 
FRIENDS TO- 


THE CAMPS. THE: 
ARE EVACUATED. 


CAM a 

SAFE! Wri 
HAVE YOU : 
BEEN? * 


FRIENDS? 
YOU GOT OTHER 
PEO N THIS 
BUILDING? 


Come on, 
come O77. 


STRUCTURAL 
INTEGRITY 
COMPROMISED 


EXPLOSiON 
DAMAGE. 


HEAT 
EXCEEDING 


BUILDING 
MATERIAL LIMIT. 


ia Ey 


Waris 2 


sia oa fer " JE HEARD YO! iS 
TAKE IT EASY, WITH THE WAY eve ow Soe THAT 
Son. YOUR YOUR RADIG EY WERE YELLING 
HYDRAULICS WAS Bu! ‘OP ABOUT TO THEIR 
STILL AREN'T ALL NOT LIKELY. 


connec REINFORCEMENTS. 


0, WE 
CAUGHT You on 
THE HUMANS" 
CHANNEL 


YOU TOOK A 
BIT OF A 


a OuT 


HE'S JUST 

GOING TO HAVE TO 

SAVE SOMEONE. 
THE HUMANS. a aria 

“THERE'S 10 y now you | RECHARGE. 
WAY BUMBLEBEE ‘< SHOULD ; 

CAN STAY SOLO 
HIDDEN. SOONER : 
OR LATER 


St 


witwicey. 2 | 


Tull 


\\ 
\\ 


x : 


TCH WILL 
'Y WE RUN 
PERATIONS. 
HROUGH. WE'D LIKE 
YOU TO JOIN. 


HAT WAS THE ©} E. 
IS UNDER THE UMBRELLA 
a . 


OPERATIONS. 


